	
  

COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THE
CALGARY CATHOLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD
AND A GROUP OF FOUR PHYSICIANS CONCERNING THE
BOARD’S BAN ON THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE
HUMAN PAPILLOMAVIRUS VACCINE IN CALGARY
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

1. September 24, 2008

EXCERPTS FROM THE MINUTES OF THE CALGARY
CATHOLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD MEETING
SEPTEMBER 24, 2008.
http://www.cssd.ab.ca/files/board_docs/2008-09/sep24-08/minutes-sep24-08.pdf
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2. October 14, 2008

LETTER FROM THE CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT OF THE
CALGARY CATHOLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT [CCSD] TO
PARENTS OF THE CSSD
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3. May 18, 2011

FOUR PHYSICIANS ASKING TO ADDRESS THE
CALGARY CATHOLIC SCHOOL BOARD
May 18, 2011
Mr. Serafino Scarpino, Chair
Calgary Catholic School Board
Calgary Catholic School Centre
1000 - 5th Avenue, SW
Calgary, AB T2P 4T9
Dear Mr. Scarpino,
Thank you for standing for election and for serving the public. We know that you wish
to do what is best for the pupils who attend the Calgary Catholic Schools.
We write to you and to your fellow trustees to ask if we might attend your June 8, 2011
meeting, to discuss the school-based vaccination program against HPV infections and
resulting cancer.
As you know, the HPV infections cause serious illness and death in men, women, boys
and girls. HPV related cancers include the oropharynx, larynx, anus, cervix, among
other parts of the body. The resulting costs in human suffering and tax dollars are large.
Calgary is the only major Canadian city in which a school board has banned the vaccine
administration on publicly funded school property.
There are two vaccines available in Canada, both of which are safe and effective.
These vaccines are the realization of Terry Fox’s dream: they are a relatively painless,
cost-effective method to prevent cancer in Canadians.
We would be honoured to be invited to address your June 8 meeting which we
understand will take place at 6 pm on the third floor of the Catholic School Centre. We
look forward to hearing from you at your earliest convenience and, in any event, by
May 30 so that we might adjust our delivery and surgical schedules accordingly.
Yours sincerely,
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____________________________
Charlene A. Lyndon, MD, FRCSC, FACOG
Specialist in Obstetrics and Gynecology

__________________________
Jaelene Mannerfeldt MD, MSc, FRCSC
Specialist in Obstetrics and Gynecology

______________________________
Ian Mitchell MB, ChB. MA, DCH, MRCP (UK),
FRCPC, FCCP, FAAP
Professor of Pediatrics
University of Calgary

_________________________
Greg McKinnon
Professor of Surgery and Oncology
University of Calgary

P.S. Please reply to: Dr. Mannerfeldt’s assistant Kathy Crowe:
drmann@explorenet.com

4. May 26, 2011

BOARD REPLY TO FOUR PHYSICIANS ASKING
WHAT THEY WOULD TALK ABOUT
CALGARY CATHOLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT
EMAILED
May 26, 2011
Dr. Mannerfeldt
Dr. Charlene Lyndon
Dr. Gregory McKinnon
Dr. Mitchell
Email: drmann@xplornet.com
Dear Dr. Mannerfeldt:
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We are in receipt of your letter dated May 18, 2011 requesting the opportunity to
make a presentation to the Board of Trustees. Trustees received personalized
copies of the request, but our practice is that the response be sent from the Board.
In order for the Board to make a decision on your request for a presentation we
would like more information on the specifics of what you will be speaking on,
what you hope to achieve, and information on who will be making the
presentation. Board policy limits the number of presenters to two.
Once the Board receives your information, we will determine if the subject of the
requested presentation is relevant to a Board Policy, or whether it would be more
appropriately addressed by administration.
We will notify you as soon as possible on the decision of the Board regarding your
request to make a presentation.
Sincerely,
Serafino Scarpino
Chair, Board of Trustees
cc: Board of Trustees
Dr. Lucy Miller, Chief Superintendent
Catholic School Centre 1000 Fifth Avenue SW,
Calgary, Alberta, Canada T2P 4T9
Tel: 403-500-2761 Fax: 403-500-2914 www.cssd.ab.ca
Office of the Board of Trustees
Chair Serafino Scarpino Vice-Chair Mary Martin Margaret Belcourt Lois BurkeGaffney Rosemarie Goerlitz Linda Wellman Cathie Williams

5. June 3, 2011

FOUR PHYSICIANS’ REPLY TO THE BOARD STATING WHOM
THEY REPRESENT (THEMSELVES) AND WHAT THEY
PROPOSE TO ADDRESS (HPV)
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From: Charlene Lyndon <charlyndon@shaw.ca>
Date: June 3, 2011 1:28:08 PM MDT
To: teresa.pridham@cssd.ab.ca
Cc: imitche@ucalgary.ca, greg.mckinnon@albertahealthservices.ca, Jaelene
Mannerfeldt <dr.mann@xplornet.com>
Subject: Physicians reply to Board's letter
Dear Mr. Scarpino,
Thank you very much for your May 26th reply to our letter of May 18. We received
your letter this morning and apologize for the communication problems presented by
our computer server. We respectfully request that you now correspond with us at this
email address: charlyndon@shaw.ca.
Below please find our answers to your three questions:
1. “More information on the specifics of what you will be speaking on”: We would like
to speak to the Catholic School Trustees about what we see clinically regarding the
human papilloma virus (HPV). We are an ad hoc group of four physicians who practice
medicine in Calgary and are concerned about the growing volume of patients who have
contracted the virus, their suffering, and often impaired fecundity and shortened life
expectancy occasioned by the virus.
2. “What you hope to achieve”: We would like to share our medical knowledge and
bedside experience with Trustees and to discuss ways in which HPV-related cancers in
women and men can be prevented, including by vaccination against the virus.
3. “Information on who will be making the presentation”: We understand that you wish
only two of us to address the Board and are happy to comply. We will now discuss
amongst ourselves how best to present aspects of each other’s expertise and experiences
and notify you shortly of our spokespersons.
Please know that we represent only ourselves:
Charlene Lyndon: Obstetrician Gynecologist
Jaelene Mannerfeldt: Obstetrician Gynecologist
Gregory McKinnon: Surgical Oncologist
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Ian Mitchell: Pediatric Respirologist
Thank you very much again for your reply. We would be honoured to be invited to
your Board meeting June 8 at 6:00 pm.
Yours sincerely,
Charlene Lyndon, BA, MD, FRCSC, FACOG
On behalf also of Drs. Mannerfeldt, McKinnon and Mitchell

6. June 9, 2011

BOARD OFFERING PHYSICIANS TWO OPTIONS IN HOW
THEY MIGHT PRESENT TO THE BOARD
Catholic School Centre 1000 Fifth Avenue SW,
Calgary, Alberta, Canada T2P 4T9
Tel: 403-500-2761 Fax: 403-500-2914 www.cssd.ab.ca
Office of the Board of Trustees
Chair Serafino Scarpino Vice-Chair Mary Martin Margaret Belcourt Lois BurkeGaffney Rosemarie Goerlitz Linda Wellman Cathie Williams
CALGARY CATHOLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT
EMAILED
June 9, 2011
Dr. Mannerfeldt
Dr. Charlene Lyndon
Dr. Gregory McKinnon
Dr. Mitchell
Email: CalgaryPhysicians@gmail.com
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Dear Doctors:
Re: School-based Vaccination Program Against HPV Infections and Resulting
Cancer
We are in receipt of your email dated June 3, 2011 where you provided further
information to the Board regarding the specifics of your presentation, what you
hope to achieve, and information on who will be making your presentation.
On June 8, 2011 the Board reviewed your information and would like to have you
make a presentation. We discussed the best format for the presentation considering
the fact that it seems it would better meet your needs if all four of you could
present.
With this in mind, we are pleased to offer the following two (2) options:
Option 1
· Attend our next Public Board Meeting on June 22, 2011 which begins at 6:00
p.m.
· You are limited to 20 minutes for your presentation and to two (2) presenters.
· At our Public Board Meetings there is not an opportunity for discussion or
questions.
Option 2
Meet with the Board outside of a regular board meeting to share your information.
The following dates from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. are available: Monday, June 27,
2011
Tuesday, June 28, 2011 or
Wednesday, June 29, 2011.
· All four of you would have an opportunity to share your expertise as you are not
limited to two (2) presenters in this meeting format.
· There will be an opportunity for discussion.
We look forward to hearing which option you prefer. Please contact Teresa
Pridham, Sr. Administrative Assistant, Board Matters at 403-500-2761 or
teresa.pridham@cssd.ab.ca no later than June 15th with your option choice.
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Sincerely,
Serafino Scarpino
Chair, Board of Trustees
cc: Board of Trustees
Dr. Lucy Miller, Chief Superintendent

7. June 14, 2011

PHYSICIANS TO THE BOARD ACCEPTING THE BOARD’S OFFER
OF OPTION 2: TO MEET PRIVATELY WITH THE BOARD AND TO
ANSWER QUESTIONS ON THE EVENING OF JUNE 28
From: imitche@ucalgary.ca
To: teresa.pridham@cssd.ab.ca
cc: CalgaryPhysicians@gmail.com,
jaelene.mannerfeldt@albertahealthservices.ca,
charlyndon@shaw.ca,
Greg.Mckinnon@albertahealthservices.ca
Date: Tue, Jun 14, 2011 at 9:19 PM
Subject: Meeting with the Board, mailed-by: ucalgary.ca
Dear Mr. Scarpino,
Thank you very much for your letter of June 9th. We are happy to
accept your invitation to meet on Tuesday, June 28, from 6 to 7 pm at 1000
- 5th Avenue, S.W.
We would like to bring a short power point presentation. Will you have the
facilities for this?
Yours sincerely,
Ian Mitchell
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8. June 25, 2011

PHYSICIAN PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD

Presentation to
Calgary Catholic Schools
Board of Trustees
Tuesday, June 28, 2011
• Charlene A. Lyndon, MD, FRCSC, FACOG
Specialist in Obstetrics and Gynecology
• Gregory McKinnon MD FRCSC
Professor of Surgery and Oncology
• Ian Mitchell MB, ChB. MA, DCH, MRCP (UK),
FRCPC,FCCP, FAAP
Professor of Pediatrics, Bioethicist, University of Calgary
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9. July 2, 2011

PHYSICIANS LETTER TO THE BOARD AFTER THE
PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION JUNE 28, ASKING THE
BOARD TO PUT THE HPV ISSUE ON THE AGENDA FOR THE
NEXT BOARD MEETING SEPTEMBER 14, 2012
	
  

From: imitche@ucalgary.ca
To: teresa.pridham@cssd.ab.ca
cc: CalgaryPhysicians@gmail.com,
charlyndon@shaw.ca,
Greg.McKinnon@albertahealthservices.ca
Date: Sat, Jul 2, 2011 at 4:43 AM
Subject: HPV Vaccine, mailed-by: ucalgary.ca
Dear Mr. Scarpino and Other Trustees of the Calgary Catholic School Board,
Thank you very much for your agreeing to meet us on Tuesday, June 28th, and for
allowing us to present medical and scientific information and
personal experience regarding HPV, the vaccine and teenage behaviour. We were
particularly impressed by your openness in listening to us.
We hope that our responses to your questions clarified any remaining issues, and that
you have received personal copies of our visual presentation. We would be pleased to
elucidate any other matters that may arise.
We understand that the next Board meeting will take place on September 14, 2011. We
trust that this urgent matter will be placed on the agenda for that meeting so that the
Calgary Catholic School District can assist in preventing a disease that causes
significant suffering and early death.
Please confirm at your earliest convenience that the HPV vaccine will be on the Board's
agenda September 14, 2011. We are presently in a position to organize our schedules
such that we can attend.
Yours sincerely,
Ian Mitchell MBChB,MA,DCH,MRCP(UK),FRCPC,FCCP.
Professor, Paediatrics, University of Calgary.
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Paediatric Respirologist.
Room C3-200, Alberta Children's Hospital,
2888 Shaganappi Trail NW, Calgary, Alberta, T3B 6A8
ph:403-955-7818 (Assistant:403-955-7503)
fax:403-955-7059
email:imitche@ucalgary.ca

10. September 13, 2011

BOARD REPLY TO PHYSICIAN REQUEST TO PUT HPV
MATTER ON AGENDA FOR DISCUSSION
AND DECISION DURING
FIRST AUTUMN MEETING SEPTEMBER 14, 2011
Dear Doctors, please see the attached letter from Chair Scarpino regarding your
correspondence of July 4, 2011.
Sincerely,
Teresa Pridham
Catholic School Centre 1000 Fifth Avenue SW, Calgary, Alberta, Canada T2P 4T9
Tel: 403-500-2761 Fax: 403-500-2914 www.cssd.ab.ca Office of the Board of
Trustees Chair Serafino Scarpino Vice-Chair Mary Martin Margaret Belcourt Lois
Burke-Gaffney Rosemarie Goerlitz Linda Wellman Cathie Williams
CALGARY CATHOLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT
EMAILED
September 13, 2011
Dr. Mannerfeldt
Dr. Charlene Lyndon
Dr. Gregory McKinnon
Dr. Mitchell
Email: CalgaryPhysicians@gmail.com
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Dear Doctors:
Re: HPV Vaccine
As per your correspondence of July 2, 2011 the board would like you to know that
since your presentation on June 28, 2011 we have been taking time to re-formalize
ourselves with information from the Bishop’s office, and the Canadian Catholic
Bioethics Institute.
As you know with regards to a decision with moral implications, we refer to the
Bishop for guidance and direction. In the case of this vaccine, provincially the
Bishop has strongly recommended that we not make the vaccine available in
catholic schools.
We appreciate your input and will keep you informed if we decide to change our
current practice.
Sincerely,
Serafino Scarpino
Chair, Board of Trustees
cc: Board of Trustees
Dr. Lucy Miller, Chief Superintendent

11. September 15, 2011

BOARD LETTER TO PHYSICIANS SENDING VIRTUALLY THE
SAME LETTER AS SEPTEMBER 13 WITH ONE SIGNIFICANT
CHANGE: THE BOARD ADDED TWO SENTENCES:
“We have shared your information with Bishop Henry and are continuing to
dialogue with him regarding this matter.”
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and:
“We have attached a letter that we have shared with parents regarding the HPV
vaccine.”

Catholic School Centre 1000 Fifth Avenue SW,
Calgary, Alberta, Canada T2P 4T9 Tel: 403-500-2761 Fax: 403-500-2914
www.cssd.ab.ca Office of the Board of Trustees Chair Serafino Scarpino ViceChair Mary Martin Margaret Belcourt Lois Burke-Gaffney Rosemarie Goerlitz
Linda Wellman Cathie Williams
CALGARY CATHOLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT
EMAILED
September 15, 2011
Dr. Mannerfeldt
Dr. Charlene Lyndon
Dr. Gregory McKinnon
Dr. Mitchell
Email: CalgaryPhysicians@gmail.com
Dear Doctors:
Re: HPV Vaccine
As per your correspondence of July 2, 2011 the board would like you to know that
since your presentation on June 28, 2011 we have been taking time to refamiliarize ourselves with information from the Bishop’s office, and the Canadian
Catholic Bioethics Institute.
As you know with regards to a decision with moral implications, we refer to the
Bishop for guidance and direction. In the case of this vaccine, provincially the
Bishop has strongly recommended that we not make the vaccine available in
Catholic Schools. We have shared your information with Bishop Henry and are
continuing to dialogue with him regarding this matter.
We appreciate your input and will keep you informed if we decide to change our
current practice. We have attached a letter that we have shared with parents
regarding the HPV vaccine.
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Sincerely,
Serafino Scarpino
Chair, Board of Trustees
cc: Board of Trustees
Dr. Lucy Miller, Chief Superintendent

ATTACHMENT REFERRED TO AND ATTACHED IN
SEPTEMBER 15 LETTER FROM THE BOARD TO
PHYSICIANS:
LETTER FROM ALBERTA HEALTH SERVICES, MEDICAL
OFFICER OF HEALTH, DR. JUDY MCDONALD TO
PARENTS OF GIRLS ELIGIBLE FOR HPV VACCINATION.
ALBERTA HEALTH SERVICES
August 2011
Dear Parents/Guardians of Grade 5 and Grade 9 Girls:
Re: Access to HPV Vaccine
HPV (Human Papillomavirus) vaccine is provided to Grade 5 girls at no cost
as part of the routine vaccination program in Alberta. It is also provided to
Grade 9 girls for the 2011-12 school year. The HPV vaccine prevents most
cases of cervical cancer and is most effective when provided prior to
exposure to HPV. The HPV vaccine is offered to girls only in Alberta
currently, though it has been recently licensed in Canada for boys. The
vaccination series consists of three doses.
Your school district has advised Alberta Health Services - Calgary Zone that
we cannot provide this vaccine at the school that your Grade 5 or Grade 9
daughter attends. However, we are able to send information home to you
through your daughter’s school to advise you about the vaccine and where it
will be available should you wish your daughter to receive it. Please see the
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HPV vaccine pamphlet accompanying this letter for more information about
this vaccine.
HPV vaccine will be available at no cost for Grade 5 and Grade 9 girls
attending schools where vaccine cannot be provided. Please book an
appointment at a Community Health Centre or Public Health Office by
calling the clinic of your choice listed below. You must accompany your
daughter to the clinic to provide parental/guardian consent for HPV
vaccination if you wish her to receive this vaccine. Bring your Alberta
Health Care card, and your child’s vaccination history information.
Parents/Guardians of Grade 9 girls: your daughter is eligible for HPV
vaccine free of charge only while they are still in Grade 9. Alberta Health
Services will complete any HPV vaccine series (3 doses) that is started
before your daughter completes Grade 9. After that point, the HPV vaccine
is available for a cost from family planning clinics, family physicians or
pharmacists.
More information about HPV and HPV vaccine is available at
https://myhealth.alberta.ca/health/medications/pages/conditions.aspx?hwId=
zb1250 or on the Alberta Health and Wellness website at
www.health.alberta.ca/health-info/imm-HPV.html. Translated materials are
available at your local Community Health Centre or Public Health Office.
If you have additional questions about the vaccine, please contact one of the
Community Health Centres or Public Health Offices listed below.
Sincerely,
Dr. Judy MacDonald
Medical Officer of Health\

Calgary • Sheldon M Chumir Health Centre •
Population and Public Health
5th Floor, 1213 - 4 Street S.W.,
Calgary, Alberta, Canada, T2R 0X7

Health Centre (CHC)/Public Health Office
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Airdrie 403-912-8400
604 Main St. S. T2B 3K7
Cochrane 403-851-6130
60 Grande Boulevard W. T4C 2B9
Acadia 403 944-7200
East Calgary 403-955-1250
Northwest 403-943-9700
Shaganappi 403-944-7373
Sheldon Chumir 403 943-1250
South Calgary 403-943-9500
Thornhill 403-944-7500
Village Square 403-944-7000

12. September 30, 2011

PHYSICIAN LETTER TO THE BOARD TELLING THEM TO DO
THEIR DUTY AND ASKING FOR PERMISSION
TO PRESENT TO THE
BOARD AT ITS NEXT MEETING, OCTOBER 12, 2011

From: Calgary Physicians
Sent: Saturday, October 01, 2011 2:29 PM
To: Teresa Pridham
Cc: CalgaryPhysicians@gmail.com
Subject: Re: HPV Vaccine Response (Sept 15)

September 30, 2011
Dear Catholic School Trustees,
Thank you very much for your willingness to meet on June 28, 2011, with
me, and two of my colleagues, Obstetrician/Gynecologist, Dr. C. Lyndon; Surgical
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Oncologist, Dr. G. Mckinnon; and Obstetrician/Gynecologist, Dr. J. Mannerfeldt
(who unfortunately was out of town.)
Representing only ourselves, we were grateful to be welcomed by you to
discuss our urgent concern that the Board’s current policy preventing public health
nurses from vaccinating on school property against a cancer-causing virus is
inadequate to respect the dignity and worth of all individuals, and to meet the
interests of the Catholic residents of the School District as a whole. We expressed,
in particular, grave concern that the difference between the uptake of the HPV
vaccine in the Calgary Catholic School System (18%) as compared to that in the
Edmonton Catholic School System (70%), is the result of this inadequate
policy. We advised you that the Board’s current policy will, with statistical
certainty, be followed by the preventable deaths of some people currently under
your care as students in the Calgary Catholic School District.
We have received with dismay your letter of September 15, 2011, (pasted
below) stating that that you have not amended your policy banning the public
health nurses from vaccinating eligible girls against the virus. Your letter reports
that you have re-familiarized yourself with information from the Canadian
Catholic Bioethics Institute. That Institute has published on its website, “Justice in
Health Care: Health Inequities and Social Determinants of Health”, by Bridget
Campion, PhD. The article correctly states that health care is focused not only on
prescribing medicine but also on addressing the huge disparity between those who
are healthy and those who are not. The reason for this disparity is often low
education, poverty and unequal treatment of females when compared to
males. These are “social determinants” of health. HPV is a virus that creates the
highest morbidity and mortality in females, and, in particular, among those of
lower socio-economic status. As Dr. Campion argues, acting on the social
determinants of health is both a “matter of social justice” and an imperative of
Catholicism:
“As Catholics and Christians, we are called to attend to the wellbeing of one another by confronting human distress in all of its forms.
[…] The World Health Organization Commission on Social
Determinants of Health contends that by truly committing ourselves to
the well-being of the poorest of the poor in the world as well as to the
marginalized among us in our own countries, by addressing inequities
in social determinants and therefore in health, we will be righting the
social injustices and building a society where the health of all is a
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priority. In Christian terms, this is what it is to participate in building
the Kingdom of God.”
We see from the Catholic School District website that the Board has a policy
requiring the Chief Superintendent to act according to educational and professional
practice and the teachings of the Catholic Church.
It is accepted educational and professional practice to permit public health
nurses to care for children. School districts in cities from St. John’s to Victoria
welcome nurses to help prevent illness and death just as Calgary Catholics
welcomed the Grey Nuns in 1891 after Bishop Grandin invited them here because
of their dedication to “the service of suffering humanity”. (Just last week, the Holy
Cross Hospital alumni celebrated those pioneers’ work in “caring for the sick,
serving the community with compassion and caring.”) The patient, gentle action
of nurses in vaccinating children sends them the message that each person is
worthy of both respectful treatment and concern for their long-term
wellbeing. The Catholic School Board is receiving very poor scientific advice
regarding the false notion that the administration of a vaccine changes risk-taking
behaviour in children and adolescents, and that the safety and efficacy of the
quadrivalent vaccine is in doubt. We highly recommend that Board members
study this website published by the US Center for Disease Control in
Atlanta: http://www.cdc.gov/hpv/
The teachings of the Catholic Church are pronounced by the Vatican and the
Canadian Council of Catholic Bishops, neither of which has taken a position
banning the HPV vaccine. Neither the Vatican nor the Canadian Council of
Catholic Bishops has stated that the administration of the HPV vaccine in schools
to prevent cancer is immoral.
We applaud the Board for its goal of creating a transparent culture in which
the amendment of existing policies is solely the responsibility of the Board, whose
members are both guided by their individual consciences and statutorily required to
create a safe and caring environment for students.
We respectfully urge the Board to amend its policy at its October 12 meeting
regarding in-school HPV vaccine administration. We remind them that sexual
abuse is a method of transmission of the cancer-causing HPV virus. We are among
the millions of Canadians inspired by Terry Fox’s resolve to fight cancer and
implore you to join in preventing serious illness and loss of life caused by
cancer. We would be grateful to know, at your earliest convenience, that this
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urgent matter will be on the October 12th meeting agenda so that we can make
arrangements to attend.
I look forward to hearing from you and thank you again for receiving us on
June 28th.
Yours sincerely,
Dr. Ian Mitchell
Cc. Dr. G. McKinnon, Dr. C. Lyndon, Dr. J. Mannerfeldt

13. October 7, 2011

EMAIL MESSAGE FROM DR. IAN MITCHELL TO THE BOARD
INVITING TRUSTEES TO GRAND ROUNDS ON HPV AT THE
ALBERTA CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL TO TAKE PLACE
OCTOBER 12, 2011
From: imitche@ucalgary.ca
To: Teresa Pridham<Teresa.Pridham@csssd.ab.ca
Cc: CalgaryPhysicians@gmail.com,
charlyndon@shaw.ca,
jaelene.mannerfeldt@albertahealthservices.ca,
greg.mckinnon@albertahealthservices.ca,
imitche@ucalgary.ca
Date: Fri, Oct 7, 2011 at 9:48 AM
Subject: HPV vaccine
Dear Trustees of the Catholic School Board,
Further to my letter of September 30 concerning the urgent need
for the Calgary Catholic School Board to amend its policy at its next
meeting, October 12, to permit public health nurses to enter Calgary
Catholic Schools to vaccinate children against a cancer-causing virus, I
write with an invitation. You are welcome to attend Grand Rounds next
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week at the Alberta Children's Hospital:
Paediatric Grand Rounds:
October 12, 2011 0830 ~ 0930h
Kinsmen Learning Centre Auditorium, 4th Floor
Alberta Children’s Hospital
Recent Advances in Cervical Cancer Protection
Dr. Barbara Romanowski, MD, FRCPC, FACP
Infectious Disease, Clinical Professor of Medicine
University of Alberta
As school trustees who have an obligation to create a safe and caring environment
for children, you would, I am sure, find it very helpful to listen to Dr. Romanowski
who is an internationally recognized expert on infectious disease and protection
offered by vaccination. She has numerous publications in the field which can be
viewed on GoogleScholar.com. Your discussions of the safety and efficacy of the
vaccine and moral obligations attending it would be assisted by your attendance.
I look forward to welcoming you at the front door of the
Children's Hospital, 2888 Shaganappi Trail Northwest, Calgary, AB T3B 6A8.
I will look for you there between 8:15 and 8:25 am. If you arrive late, please do
not worry that you will disrupt the speaker. There is a room set aside on the same
floor (the 4th) where people can listen to the same addressed televised.
Thank you very much again for receiving us on June 28th. I look forward to your
reply to this invitation and to my September 30th letter and to welcoming you to
the Children's Hospital on Wednesday morning.
Please accept my best wishes to you for a Happy Thanksgiving.
Yours sincerely,
Ian Mitchell
MB, ChB. (Edin), MA, DCH, MRCP (UK), FRCPC, FCCP, FAAP
Former President Canadian Bioethics Society
Professor of Paediatrics, Faculty of Medicine, University of Calgary
Former Medical Director, Alberta Children's Hospital
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14. October 7, 2011

EMAIL MESSAGE FROM BOARD ADMINISTRATION STATING
THAT THE TRUSTEES CANNOT ATTEND GRAND ROUNDS
BECAUSE THEY CANNOT MEET FIRST TO
DISCUSS THE OPPORTUNITY
From: Teresa Pridham, Teresa.Pridham@cssd.ab.ca
To: imitche@ucalgary.ca
Cc: CalgaryPhysicians@gmail.com,
charlyndon@shaw.ca,
jaelene.mannerfeldt@albertahealthservices.ca,
greg.mckinnon@albertahealthservices.ca
Date: Fri, Oct 7, 2011 at 10:05 AM
Subject: RE: HPV Vaccine
Mailed by: cssd.ab.ca
October 7, 2011
Dear Doctors, please be advised that we have received your email today in the
trustees’ office and it will be forwarded to the Trustees today. However, please be
aware that Trustees will not be together to discuss your invitation as a Board until
October 12, 2011. Therefore they would not be able to accept your invitation to
attend the Paediatric Grand Rounds at 8:30 a.m. A response from the Board Chair
will be forthcoming.
Sincerely,
Teresa Pridham
Sr. Administrative Assistant, Board Matters
Calgary Catholic School Centre
1000 Fifth Avenue S.W. Calgary, AB T2P 4T9
(403) 500-2761 Fax: (403) 500-2914
Teresa.pridham@cssd.ab.ca
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15. October 7, 2011

EMAIL MESSAGE FROM DR. IAN MITCHELL ACKNOWLEDGING
THE BOARD’S DECISION NOT TO ATTEND GRAND ROUNDS
From: imitche@ucalgary.ca
To: Teresa Pridham<Teresa.Pridham@csssd.ab.ca
Cc: CalgaryPhysicians@gmail.com,
charlyndon@shaw.ca,
jaelene.mannerfeldt@albertahealthservices.ca,
greg.mckinnon@albertahealthservices.ca,
imitche@ucalgary.ca
Date: Fri, Oct 7, 2011 at 10:31 AM
Subject: RE: HPV vaccine
Thanks, Teresa. I understand the scheduling problems but disappointed the
Trustees can't hear this international authority on the subject.
Ah well, there will be other opportunities, but perhaps not as good as
this one.
Ian Mitchell
Alberta Children’s Hospital

16. October 7, 2011

EMAIL MESSAGE FROM DR. IAN MITCHELL TO
BISHOP FRED HENRY INVITING HIM TO GRAND ROUNDS ON
HPV AT THE ALBERTA CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL TO TAKE PLACE
OCTOBER 12, 2011
Subject: HPV vaccination
From: "Roman Catholic Diocese of Calgary" <calgarydiocese@gmail.com>
Date: Fri, October 7, 2011 9:50 am
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To: imitche@ucalgary.ca
Dear Bishop Henry,
Warm greetings of peace and of unity in hope to you. I wish you a very Happy
Thanksgiving and good health and peace of heart.
I write to invite you to attend Grand Rounds next week at the Alberta Children's
Hospital:
Paediatric Grand Rounds:
October 12, 2011, 0830 ~ 0930h
Kinsmen Learning Centre Auditorium, 4th Floor
Alberta Children¹s Hospital
Recent Advances in Cervical Cancer Protection
Dr. Barbara Romanowski, MD, FRCPC, FACP
Infectious Disease, Clinical Professor of Medicine
University of Alberta
Dr. Romanowski is an internationally recognized expert on infectious disease and
protection offered by vaccination. She has numerous publications in the field,
which can be viewed on GoogleScholar.com.
It would be an honour to welcome you at the front door of the Alberta Children's
Hospital, 2888 Shaganappi Trail Northwest, Calgary, AB T3B 6A8.
I will look for you there between 8:15 and 8:25 am. If you arrive late, please do
not worry that you will disrupt the speaker. There is a room set aside on the same
floor (the 4th) where people can listen to the same addressed televised.
Thank you very much. It will be a pleasure to meet you and to welcome you to the
Alberta Children¹s Hospital. Please accept my best wishes to you.
Yours sincerely,
Ian Mitchell
MB, ChB. (Edin), MA, DCH, MRCP (UK), FRCPC, FCCP, FAAP
Former President Canadian Bioethics Society
Professor of Paediatrics, Faculty of Medicine, University of Calgary
Former Medical Director, Alberta Children's Hospital
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17. October 7, 2011

MESSAGE FROM BISHOP FRED HENRY DECLINING INVITATION
TO GRAND ROUNDS ON HPV
Dear Dr. Mitchell,
Appreciate the invitation but I'm booked solid with
appointments/meetings and will not be able to attend.
Peace, Bishop Henry

18. October 7, 2011

EMAIL MESSAGE FROM DR. IAN MITCHELL TO BISHOP FRED
HENRY ACKNOWLEDGING THE BISHOP’S MESSAGE
Subject: RE: Roman Catholic Diocese of Calgary: HPV vaccination
From: imitche@ucalgary.ca
Date: Fri, October 7, 2011 8:49 pm
To: "Bishop Fred Henry" <bishop.henry@calgarydiocese.ca>
Dear Bishop Henry
Thanks for responding. It’s unfortunate that we only had short notice.
Ian Mitchell

19. October 13, 2011

BOARD REPLY TO PHYSICIANS’ SEPTEMBER 30 LETTER
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(The reply reiterates that board follows the bishop. It no longer mentions the Catholic
Bioethics Society as a source of moral guidance.)
Catholic School Centre 1000 Fifth Avenue SW, Calgary, Alberta, Canada T2P 4T9
Tel: 403-500-2761 Fax: 403-500-2914 www.cssd.ab.ca Office of the Board of
Trustees Chair Serafino Scarpino Vice-Chair Mary Martin Margaret Belcourt Lois
Burke-Gaffney Rosemarie Goerlitz Linda Wellman Cathie Williams
CALGARY CATHOLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT
EMAILED
October 13, 2011
Dr. Mannerfeldt
Dr. Charlene Lyndon
Dr. Gregory McKinnon
Dr. Mitchell
Email: CalgaryPhysicians@gmail.com
Dear Doctors:
Re: HPV Vaccine
Thank you for your recent correspondence. We appreciate you taking the time to
continue to provide information on the HPV issue and we are sharing the
information you provided with our Bishop.
As we mentioned in our letter of September 15, 2011, with regards to a decision
with moral implications, we refer to the Bishop for guidance and direction. In the
case of this vaccine, provincially the Bishop has strongly recommended that we not
make the vaccine available in Catholic Schools.
Thank you for your continued interest in this issue.
Sincerely,
Serafino Scarpino
Chair, Board of Trustees
cc: Board of Trustees
Dr. Lucy Miller, Chief Superintendent
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20. January 10, 2012

LETTER FROM DR. IAN MITCHELL TO THE BOARD TELLING IT
TO LOOK TO THE CANADIAN PEDIATRIC SOCIETY FOR ADVICE
ABOUT THE VACCINATION OF CHILDREN
(This letter was also sent to The Canadian Pediatric Society.)
From: imitche@ucalgary.ca [mailto:imitche@ucalgary.ca]
Sent: Tuesday, January 10, 2012 2:22 PM
To: Teresa Pridham
Cc: CalgaryPhysicians@gmail.com; madavis@cps.ca; Greg Mckinnon; Charlene
Lyndon
Subject: Previous meeting
Dear Calgary Catholic School Trustees,
Happy new year.
Further to our presentation to you in late June, 2011, and to our ongoing
correspondence, I continue to urge the Board to permit public health nurses to
enter tax-payer supported Calgary Catholic schools to administer the HPV vaccine
to girls from Grade 5 to Grade 9, according to the Alberta Health Services protocol
and its mandate to reduce the incidence of cervical cancer in our population. As
you know, the vaccine uptake rate in Catholic Schools is 70% in Edmonton but
only 18% in Calgary where your Board has banned admission to public health
nurses.
The Canadian Paediatric Society, of which I am a member, today issued its
biennial report, "Are We Doing Enough?". It aims to encourage
policy-makers to examine their progress on child and youth issues and to foster
discussion among Canadians. The Society's status report concerns public policy
affecting children and youth.
The publication of this report marks an opportune time for your Board to focus on
the best interests of children regarding virus prevention. We appreciate that the
Catholic Bishop may offer guidance to school trustees. We respectfully suggest
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that the Canadian Paediatric Society is in a very good position to offer you
guidance on children's health. The medical and health science evidence is that HPV
vaccination saves lives with no significant side effects and no change in risk-taking
behaviour among the vaccinated. There has not been a demonstrated change in
sexual behaviour among Edmonton school girls since the vaccine began to be
administered in 2008 and it is decidedly unlikely that a change would occur in
Calgary. There is no good reason to prevent public health nurses from
administering the vaccine to prevent the morbidity and loss of life of Catholic girls
and women.
I've copied below the relevant section from the Canadian Paediatric Society's
report. The entire document can be found here
<www.cps.ca/English/Advocacy/StatusReport2012.pdf> . Please reconsider your
vaccination policy in the best interests of the children in your care and according to
your statutory duty to create a safe and caring environment for students.
Yours sincerely,
Ian Mitchell
ARE WE DOING ENOUGH?
2012 EDITION
Page 6
Disease Prevention
Publicly funded immunization programs
Infectious diseases were once the leading cause of death in Canada. They
now account for less than 5% of deaths, making immunization the most costeffective and one of the most successful public health efforts of the last
century. Universal coverage of paediatric vaccines offers all children and
youth protection against many potentially life-threatening Diseases.
In addition to a slate of vaccines that have been part of the routine
immunization schedule for a number of years, the CPS and the National
Advisory Committee on Immunization (NACI) recommend that children and
youth receive immunizations against rotavirus, varicella (chickenpox),
adolescent pertussis (whooping cough), influenza, and certain forms of
meningitis (meningococcal and pneumococcal infections). We also
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recommend that the human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine be provided at no
charge.
Coverage of these vaccines is not yet universal across the country. While
most provinces/territories offer them, not all are administering these
vaccines according to the schedule recommended by the CPS and NACI,
and the harmonization of immunization schedules across the country has not
been achieved.

21. January 11, 2012

EMAIL MESSAGE FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE
CANADIAN PAEDIATRIC SOCIETY AFFIRMING THAT HPV
VACCINATION IS RECOMMENDED BY THE CANADIAN
PAEDIATRIC SOCIETY AND THANKING DR. IAN MITCHELL FOR
BRINGING THE ISSUE TO THE CATHOLIC BOARD’S ATTENTION
From: Marie Adèle Davis MarieD@cps.ca
To: Mitchell Ian <imitche@ucalgary.ca>,
Teresa.Pridham@cssd.ab.ca
cc: CalgaryPhysicians@gmail.com,
Greg Mckinnon <Greg.Mckinnon@albertahealthservices.ca>,
Charlene Lyndon <charlyndon@shaw.ca>
Date: Wed, Jan 11, 2012 at 1:55 PM
Subject: RE: Previous meeting, mailed-by: cps.ca
	
  	
  

Thank you, Dr. Mitchell for bringing forward this important topic.
Here are some other resources from the Canadian Paediatric Society concerning
the importance of HPV vaccination for girls to cut the risk of cervical cancer.
http://www.cps.ca/english/statements/ID/ID07-01.htm
http://www.caringforkids.cps.ca/handouts/hpv_vaccine_for_girls
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Marie Adèle Davis
Executive Director/Directrice générale
Canadian Paediatric Society/Société canadienne de pédiatrie
2305 St. Laurent BLVD
Ottawa, ON
K1G 4J8
(W) 613 526-9397, 226
(F) 613 526-3332
Web: www.cps.ca
Parent Web: www.caringforkids.cps.ca / www.soinsdenosenfants.cps.ca

22. January 25, 2012

LETTER FROM DR. GREG MCKINNON ASKING THE BOARD TO
PERMIT PUBLIC HEALTH NURSES TO VACCINATE IN CALGARY
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
From: Greg Mckinnon
Sent: Wednesday, January 25, 2012 9:42 AM
To: 'Teresa.Pridham@cssd.ab.ca'
Cc: 'MarieD@cps.ca'; 'comcharlyndon@shaw.ca'; 'imitche@ucalgary.ca'
Subject: RE: HPV Vaccination - Physician Correspondence Previous Meeting
To: Calgary Catholic School Board Trustees <Teresa.Pridham@cssd.ab.ca>
CC. Marie Adèle Davis <MarieD@cps.ca>, CalgaryPhysicians@gmail.com,
Charlene Lyndon charlyndon@shaw.ca Ian Mitchell imitche@ucalgary.ca
Dear Catholic School Board Trustees,
I was one of three physicians, who made a presentation to you in June, 2011. We
discussed the nature of the Human Papilloma Virus, its possible consequences and
the need for HPV vaccination in school to help avoid the effects of the disease,
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which I see as a surgical oncologist. These effects are profound, devastating and
preventable.
I understand that the information that my colleagues and I presented to you was
insufficiently persuasive to allow for a change in Calgary Catholic School board
policy banning public health nurses from vaccinating girls against HPV in schools,
which is the most effective and least expensive vaccine administration strategy.
As people concerned about children, you are attempting to make the best decision
possible. As a citizen, I would like to help you and ensure that you have the best
information available to provide for the health of the children under your care. Our
common goal is to reduce the number of people who acquire HPV infection and
who then go on to develop life-threatening cancers.
Please tell us what aspect of HPV in-school vaccination prevents its adoption in the
Calgary Catholic school system. My colleagues and I would be pleased to help you
in any manner to better inform your decision – a decision crucial to the health of
the children under your care.
I look forward to hearing from you as soon as possible so that we might be of
assistance.
Yours sincerely,
J. Gregory McKinnon, MD

23. January 25, 2012

MESSAGE FROM DR. IAN MITCHELL ASKING
THE BOARD TO REPLY TO THE MITCHELL LETTER
DATED JANUARY 11, 2012
From: imitche@ucalgary.ca [mailto:imitche@ucalgary.ca]
Sent: Wednesday, January 25, 2012 11:39 AM
To: Teresa Pridham
Cc: Marie Adèle Davis; Mitchell Ian; calgaryphysicians@gmail.com; Greg
Mckinnon; Charlene Lyndon
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Subject: RE: HPV Vaccination - Physician Correspondence Previous Meeting
To: CALGARY CATHOLIC SCHOOL BOARD TRUSTEES
<Teresa.Pridham@cssd.ab.ca>
CC. Marie Adèle Davis <MarieD@cps.ca>,
Dear Trustees,
Further to our correspondence below and to that of the Canadian Paediatric
Society, I look forward to receiving your reply at your earliest convenience.
Yours sincerely,
Ian Mitchell
Professor, Paediatrics, University of Calgary.
Paediatric Respirologist.
Room C3-200, Alberta Children's Hospital,
2888 Shaganappi Trail NW, Calgary, Alberta, T3B 6A8
ph:403-955-7818 (Assistant:403-955-7503)
fax:403-955-7059
email: imitche@ucalgary.ca

24. February 2, 2012

TRUSTEE REPLY CONCERNING DR. IAN MITCHELL’S
REQUEST THAT TRUSTEES LOOK TO THE CANADIAN
PAEDIATRIC SOCIETY RECOMMENDATIONS FOR GUIDANCE,
AND SURGICAL ONCOLOGIST GREG MCKINNON’S
QUESTION AS TO WHAT INFORMATION WOULD BE HELPFUL
TO THE TRUSTEES TO AID THEIR DECISION MAKING
Catholic School Centre
1000 Fifth Avenue SW, Calgary, Alberta, Canada T2P 4T9
Tel: 403-500-2761 Fax: 403-500-2914 www.cssd.ab.ca
Office of the Board of Trustees
CALGARY CATHOLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT
Chair Mary Martin Vice-Chair Margaret Belcourt Lois Burke-Gaffney Rosemarie Goerlitz
Serafino Scarpino Linda Wellman Cathie Williams
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EMAILED
February 2, 2012
Dr. Mannerfeldt
Dr. Charlene Lyndon
Dr. Gregory McKinnon
Dr. Mitchell
Marie Adéle Davis
Email: CalgaryPhysicians@gmail.com
MarieD@cps.ca
Dear Doctors:
Re: HPV Vaccine
Thank you for your recent correspondence of January 11 & January 25, 2012. We
appreciate you taking the time to continue to provide information on the HPV
vaccination. We are continuing to monitor the information around the vaccine and
appreciate you providing any new information as it becomes available. Dr. Richard
Musto is also providing information the Board regularly.
As you are aware, with regards to a decision with moral implications, we refer to
the Bishop for guidance and direction. In the case of this vaccine, Bishops across
the province have strongly recommended that we not make the vaccine available in
Catholic Schools.
Thank you for your continued interest in this issue.
Sincerely,
Mary Martin
Chair, Board of Trustees
cc: Board of Trustees
Dr. Lucy Miller, Chief Superintendent

25. February 6, 2012
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LETTER FROM DR. IAN MITCHELL REQUESTING
CLARIFICATION OF THE BOARD’S REPORTING STRUCTURE
From: imitche@ucalgary.ca
To: Teresa.Pridham@cssd.ab.ca
cc: calgaryphysicians@gmail.com, Greg Mckinnon
<greg.mckinnon@albertahealthservices.ca>,
Charlene Lyndon <charlyndon@shaw.ca>, Jaelene Mannerfeldt
<Jaelene.Mannerfeldt@albertahealthservices.ca>,
Marie Adèle Davis maried@cps.ca
Date: Mon, Feb 6, 2012 at 11:02 AM
Subject: HPV Vaccination
Dear Trustees,
Thank you very much for your letter dated February 2, 2012, in which you replied
to our offer of assistance to gain more information about HPV, the vaccination and
its effects. Also last week, there were many media reports about the American
Academy of Pediatrics decision to endorse the Center for Disease Control's
recommendation that all pre-teens be vaccinated against the virus to address the
public health threat it poses. Please see:
http://news.health.com/2012/02/01/pediatricians-group-recommends-hpv-vaccine for-boys/ and http://www.cdc.gov/Features/PreteenVaccines/.
When we initially wrote on May 18, 2011 to ask to present to the Board and when
you kindly invited us to do so on June 28, 2011, we were under the impression that
the Calgary Catholic School Board was the decision-maker about whether to
permit public health nurses to vaccinate against HPV on Catholic School Board
property. Could you please clarify the Board's reporting structure? We would
very much like to be of assistance in this health matter that can have serious and
even deadly consequences for Calgary students, especially those of low socioeconomic status.
Thank you very much for your courtesy and patience.
Yours sincerely,
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Ian Mitchell, MBChB, MA, DCH, MRCP(UK),FRCPC,FCCP.
Professor, Paediatrics, University of Calgary.
Paediatric Respirologist.
Room C3-200, Alberta Children's Hospital,
2888 Shaganappi Trail NW, Calgary, Alberta, T3B 6A8
ph:403-955-7818 (Assistant:403-955-7503)
fax:403-955-7059
email: imitche@ucalgary.ca

26. February 16, 2012

TRUSTEE REPLY CONCERNING DR. IAN MITCHELL’S
REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ABOUT THE BOARD’S
REPORTING STRUCTURE
Catholic School Centre
1000 Fifth Avenue SW,
Calgary, Alberta, Canada T2P 4T9
Tel: 403-500-2761 Fax: 403-500-2914 www.cssd.ab.ca
Office of the Board of Trustees
CALGARY CATHOLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT
Chair Mary Martin Vice-Chair Margaret Belcourt Lois Burke-Gaffney Rosemarie Goerlitz
Serafino Scarpino Linda Wellman Cathie Williams

EMAILED
February 16, 2012
Dr. Mannerfeldt
Dr. Charlene Lyndon
Dr. Gregory McKinnon
Dr. Mitchell
Marie Adéle Davis
Email: CalgaryPhysicians@gmail.com
MarieD@cps.ca
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Dear Doctors:
Re: HPV Vaccine
We are in receipt of your recent correspondence of February 6, 2012.
On behalf of the Trustees, I want to impress upon you that as elected officials, the
Board of Trustees are the governors and as such, the decision makers of the
Calgary Catholic School District.
As we have articulated before, when making decisions that may have moral or
ethical implications, we turn to the Bishop for guidance. The Board then uses the
input from the Bishop to guide its decisions on behalf of our stakeholders.
Thank you for the information you provided to us in relation to recent decisions
and recommendations made regarding the HPV vaccine. We continue to be very
interested in the latest research and decisions related to this vaccine.
Sincerely,
Mary Martin
Chair, Board of Trustees
cc: Board of Trustees
Dr. Lucy Miller, Chief Superintendent

27. February 29, 2012

PHYSICIAN LETTER REQUESTING THE EVIDENCE OF VACCINE
HARM TO CHILDREN SO THAT PHYSICIANS MAY
STUDY THE EVIDENCE AND REPLY
From: Charlene Lyndon <charlyndon@shaw.ca>
Date: February 29, 2012 10:08:54 PM MST
To: Teresa.Pridham@cssd.ab.ca
Cc: Greg Mckinnon <greg.mckinnon@albertahealthservices.ca>, imitchell 37

Contact <imitche@ucalgary.ca>, maried@cps.ca, calgaryphysicians@gmail.com
Subject: HPV Vaccination- Evidence of Harm
Dear Calgary Catholic School Trustees,
Thank you very much for your letter of February 16, 2012, which stated that the
Catholic School Board directs its decision-making.
On Monday, the American Academy of Pediatrics announced its recommendation
that boys aged 11 years and older should receive the HPV vaccination. In
speaking on behalf of the American Academy of Pediatrics, Dr. Michael Brady
said, “We now have the ability to interrupt the transmission and the development
of cancer.”
As physicians concerned to advocate for children and the adults they will become,
we would be grateful to know what evidence you, as elected decision-makers, have
that in-school HPV vaccine administration would be harmful to eleven-year old
children, and more harmful than the morbidity and mortality that the HPV
vaccination can prevent?
We ourselves have found no evidence of harm and would be grateful if you would
kindly share with us what evidence you have so that we may study the documents
and reply. (My colleague, surgical oncologist Dr. Gregory Mckinnon, made a
similar request on January 25, 2012.)
We would very much like to be of assistance to you in this matter that can
seriously affect the health of children in the Calgary Catholic School System.
Thank you very much.
Yours sincerely,
Charlene Lyndon MD FACOG FRCSC

28. March 1, 2012

BOARD REPLY THAT IT DOES NOT DEBATE HPV ISSUES
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29. March 8, 2012

PEDIATRICIAN DR. IAN MITCHELL’S LETTER TO BISHOP FRED
HENRY ADVISING HIM OF PREVIOUS COMMUNICATION WITH
THE TRUSTEES AND ASKING HIM FOR EVIDENCE OF HARM
From: imitche@ucalgary.ca
Date: Thu, March 8, 2012 9:40 am
To: "Bishop Fred Henry" <calgarydiocese@gmail.com>
Cc: Teresa.Pridham@cssd.ab.ca, "Dr. Richard Musto"
<Richard.Musto@AlbertaHealthServices.ca>, calgaryphysicians@gmail.com,
imitche@ucalgary.ca,"Greg Mckinnon"
<greg.mckinnon@albertahealthservices.ca>,"Charlene Lyndon
<charlyndon@shaw.ca>, Jaelene
Mannerfeldt<Jaelene.Mannerfeldt@albertahealthservices.ca>
Marie Adèle Davis <maried@cps.ca>
Subject: HPV vaccination
Dear Bishop Henry,
Greetings of peace to you.
You might know that an ad hoc group of physicians has been in communication
with the Calgary Catholic School District Trustees regarding in-school
administration of the human papilloma virus vaccine. This group consists of
Charlene Lyndon (obstetrician and gynecologist), Jaelene Mannerfeldt
(obstetrician and gynecologist), Greg McKinnon (surgical oncologist), and myself
(pediatrician and bioethicist). The Canadian Paediatric Society has also offered its
assistance.
As you know, Alberta Health Services and Canadian public health officials (among
many other medical bodies) have recommended that children receive the free
vaccine that can help prevent illness and death by cancer. The Grade Five children
offered vaccination in Alberta are in the age group that shows the best
immunological response to the vaccine; they are unlikely (apart from cases of
sexual abuse) to have been exposed to any of the four viruses against which the
vaccine protects. In-school administration is the norm for routine public health
vaccination of school-age children because it is the most efficient and cost40

effective method of vaccine distribution, and, more significantly, it can reduce
social inequity because children of low socio-economic status are more likely to
receive a vaccine if it is offered in school rather than in the community. Although
the vaccine is effective in most people who have not yet been exposed, some
children need special consideration because they cannot receive the vaccine for
medical reasons or they cannot mount a strong immunological response because of
a suppressed immune system (such as pediatric cancer patients or organ
recipients). To protect these already vulnerable children, it is especially important
to vaccinate as many healthy children as possible.
The Edmonton Catholic School Board cooperated with public health officials. A
previous Calgary Catholic School District Board of Trustees voted to ban in-school
administration of the HPV vaccine. The consequence of this vote is revealed in the
latest reported data: in the demographically similar populations in the Catholic
school systems, 70% of Edmonton eligible children received the vaccine as
compared to only 18% in Calgary.
On Monday, October 18, 2010, a new Board was elected. As far as we know, the
current Calgary Catholic School Board has not considered the issue of cooperating
with public health officials who are attempting to protect children and their future
children through HPV vaccination.
On June 28, 2011, three of us (Dr. Mannerfeldt was out of town) presented the
Trustees medical and scientific information and personal experience regarding
HPV, the vaccine and adolescent behaviour. We were particularly impressed by
the Trustees’ openness in listening to us. They asked us if they could send you the
slides of this presentation. We agreed immediately. The slides depict the terrible
effects of the disease including the harm to children born to HPV infected mothers
who can thereby contract oralpharyngeal cancer.
Since the time of our June 2011 presentation, we have asked the Board to place inschool administration of the HPV vaccine on its agenda so that this new Board
may consider the recent data on the safety and efficacy of the HPV vaccine and its
important role in preventing an infection which is on the rise and which has
profound, devastating and preventable effects on patients, families and
friends. The Trustees have not granted this request.
In our correspondence with the Trustees, the Trustees have told us that they are not
decision-makers regarding whether to cooperate with public health officials in
virus prevention. The Board has written that, on what we consider an urgent
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public health matter, it is either directed or strongly persuaded by you. Therefore,
we write to you to offer our assistance.
As physicians concerned to advocate for children, the adults they will become and
the babies born to them, we would be grateful to know what evidence you have
that in-school HPV vaccine administration would be harmful to eleven-year old
children, and more harmful than the morbidity and mortality that the HPV
vaccination can prevent. We ourselves have found no evidence of such harm and
would be grateful if you would kindly share with us what evidence you have so
that we may study the documents and reply.
We look forward to the privilege of working with you.
Yours sincerely,
Ian Mitchell MBChB,MA,DCH,MRCP(UK),FRCPC,FCCP.
Professor, Paediatrics, University of Calgary.
Paediatric Respirologist.
Room C3-200, Alberta Children's Hospital,
2888 Shaganappi Trail NW, Calgary, Alberta, T3B 6A8
ph:403-955-7818 (Assistant:403-955-7503)
fax:403-955-7059
email:imitche@ucalgary.ca

30. April 17, 2012

PEDIATRICIAN DR. IAN MITCHELL’S SECOND LETTER TO
BISHOP FRED HENRY ADVISING HIM OF PREVIOUS
COMMUNICATION TO THE BISHOP AND ASKING HIM FOR
EVIDENCE OF HARM
	
  
---------------------------- Original Message ---------------------------Subject: HPV vaccination
From: imitche@ucalgary.ca
Date: Thu, April 12, 2012 8:06 am
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To:
Cc:

"Bishop Fred Henry" <calgarydiocese@gmail.com>
Teresa.Pridham@cssd.ab.ca
Richard.Musto@AlbertaHealthServices.ca
calgaryphysicians@gmail.com
"Greg Mckinnon" <greg.mckinnon@albertahealthservices.ca>
"Charlene Lyndon" <charlyndon@shaw.ca>
"Jaelene Mannerfeldt" <Jaelene.Mannerfeldt@albertahealthservices.ca>
Marie Adèle Davis <maried@cps.ca>
-------------------------------------------------------------------------Dear Bishop Henry,
I send you best wishes in this Easter season.
Last month, I wrote to you regarding vaccination of children in Catholic schools
against a virus that can lead to cancer. I asked if you would please share the
evidence you have concerning the dangers of the vaccine so that a concerned group
of other physicians and I might study the documents and offer assistance to you.
Perhaps you did not receive my message of March 8 so I send it again below (with
typographical errors corrected). I look forward to your reply and to the privilege of
working with you.
Yours sincerely,
Ian Mitchell
MBChB,MA,DCH,MRCP(UK),FRCPC,FCCP.
Professor, Paediatrics, University of Calgary.
Paediatric Respirologist.
Room C3-200, Alberta Children's Hospital,
2888 Shaganappi Trail NW, Calgary, Alberta, T3B 6A8
ph:403-955-7818 (Assistant: 403-955-7503)
fax:403-955-7059
email:imitche@ucalgary.ca
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To date, June 25, 2012, Dr. Mitchell has not receive a reply from
Bishop Henry to Dr. Mitchell’s two letters offering to help the
Bishop regarding public health issues related to children.

44

